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IN REFLY REFER TO

FILE No.

AMERIGAN CONSULAR SERVICE (‘4

AMERTICAN CONSULATE
Lagos, Nigeria
December 24, 1941

© DEPARTMENT OF STATE

My darling B! 1J_Jda

After so many months I have £inally arrived at where 1 am godng,
and T am suffering all the agonies I always go through in breaking
myself in in a new place - meeting scores of new people, learning the
local customs, This is what I tried to explain to you once when we
were out walking on a Sunday in Lisbon, that I doubted my Titness for
the Service for thut reason, My dear, I have ncver needed you more
than I do right now, Iverything in me eBied out for one familiar
person, one old friend to unburdem myself to. VWhen we are together,
I hope & [§ba these changes huwm willilose®a part, apdeast ¥ of gheir
painfulnass, beeause t here will always be you to be With me am to
give me the moral encouragement I so much need. I do sincerely hoPe
that this is the last transfer I will have to, make witho@t you. I
never want to do it again, v

You might gather from this wail that peeple have not been kind

§ to me re, Nothing could be farther from the truths Mr. Jester,

the Consul, cume down to the boat to"meet me and took me to his own

house, where I am still waiting for an apartment which they h“d %83
gaged for me to become wvacant. He has unctfully arranged * HE e

be invited Ea nll the Christmgs celebrations’and _,,1rtaeu to whiech he
is going, d there will certfinly be no lack of things to do. His

homu, Wﬂlc_ is furnished by the government, is lovely and he manages

it well, 43 gwonder if we will be able to do so well when our time

conres ? o it is gtrain., Very so fften T feel as if I.had meb

all the pople~f-cal aggimilate Tor a Time and would like to be alone

and withdr into my si™1l for a while to recover my moral courage,

but such © is Peqerqlly lacking., Consequcntly, although I am having

a good tim t any specific moment, my.nerves are a trifle lrwybﬂ

The quartelwhich are being );U.Aroﬂ for me aru not especially nice.

It is an ap®¥roment with two fair sized rooms whieh are supposed to be

furnished. Actually, the Turnishings arc very seanty, “nd it is very

difficult to buy more since such things are zgencrally®E0ld by the
fOVbraﬁ'"b However, there 1is no rhrlce, and Iyshal¥ have to be
ontent With it for the time being. Mr. Jester wildéfhelp me to obtain

some furnishings. b

_— 4\
I am afraid ®hat life here is going
a great deal ubout nov Lneip servants
course, bLrus by Ams: -

Steward z
g8 to Lo
1 ex;bmely uningelligent.
negro Stuandards, they're morons.," I : vhem for :ur&[nﬁa
and you hawe Lo wateh them all the time or they will sbeal the ghir ST
your back., Further, you can't trust ghem to earry out any job hiﬁt

L
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requires any initistive at all, and you have to check uﬁ constantly to l’?ﬁ
see that they are continuing to do their routine tasks. Bad in P
houses, they are impossible in Consulates, All our clerks are natives
except for one American lady who is married to a British police officer.
Unfortunately, she and her husband are goine on leave in a few months,
and then we shall be completely at the mercy of the African race,

Mr. Jester says you can have a job here any %time you want 1t, but of
course I didn't tell him vou had more important things to keep you at
home right now. Some of our native clerks aren't really too bad, and

a couple of them have been through the local schools and speak English,
fairly intelligibly. Most of the natives and white people justft o~
gort of "bagie" English in talking to eheh other. &ew bother to

learn the native languages; it would be a hard job, because there

are secores of languares and dialscts in this area. Bush Engldsh is
almost universally used in the bt country.. I-have heard it on the
radio, and, unlesg you know it, you can't underctand more than a few
words.

The trip down here from Tnsland was, on the whole, guite
pleasant., Here, in parenthesis, let me say that the cable you sent
me to London was one of the big events of my life. When I got it, T |

could feel myself soaring through the air; I looked around go see if
my face had expressed anything, and noticed Glenn Abbey lo at me
in a strange way, so I guess there nust have been something. carried

it on the ship with me, and in my worst moments, I read it over,
Yourg words, "Haven't changed mind and won't™ cleared gway all the
fears and doubts which raised themselves in spite of everything.
?p darling.gyou don't need to think that I will ever be too sure of
ou and thifrefore cureless. To me, you are always a miracle, a dream
of thappine8s too splendid to be true. After countless years I shall
_stéll think back to the revelation in Lisbon with wonder and amaze-
‘meRt, and I shall feel very humble when I think of all you have and are
doing for me,

Getting back to the trip again, I embarked in Liverpool

on a troop ship on November 20th. I shared a Tirst class cabin with
another man, an interesting fellow who is seennd in command of the
London Fire Brigade and who was on his way to the Far mast to advise
the loeal boys on héw te cope with air paids. It was a~smnll cabin,
and the furnishings were old, but it was comfortable enoush under the
circ tancesss sAfter hanging around in various ports for several
days,"we got under way and arrived in Gibralter about the first of —
December. T pe you zot my wire from there. I thought perhaps you
wousﬁ like to ¥now that I was still alive, although the wire could

contain no indication as to where I was, According to rumor, we went
through guite a nest of submarines to get into Gib, but the torpedoes,

if any, missed their mark, and we had a very efficicent eswoprt. We e
fspent several days there, and while in port IfA was taken around to see '
&k a battleship, The Commander had been in New York with the Malaya,

and he took the occasion to repay some of the hospitality he received
1in New York at that time. I had dinner with him, and afterwards a ¥

very good chat.

Lﬁtar G.‘o‘hh fer, the wem‘éer grew gteadily warmer, and soon
I was wearing the light gray sudit which I'wore several times during the
summer in Lisbon. In due course, we put into Freetown, and I went
ashore; there for a couple of hours. That was guite leng cnough. I
didn't see anything which would make me want to stay, although it ig

»7 important place under the present set up. Finally, we startéd
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off for Lagos, where we arrived December 20th - exactly one month
after I had gone aboard in Liverpoo,l. From the personal point of
view, it was a good trip. I met lots of interesting persons - army,
navy and air force men, and even two American R.A.F. pilots in Gib-
ralter. Tverybody, including the captain of the ship, were most kind
to me, and very sociable, at least after the ice was broken, I have
a much higher oph ion of the 3ritish now than I did before. Certain-
ly, the men I came oubt with were as energetic and as intelligent as
any similar group of Americans could be, and I couldn't complain about
being away from you very nuch, because every one of them was leaving
his wife, children, and/or sweetheart at home. And they are goning

to be in much zreater danger than I. I did miss you Just the sane,
though.

Trmediately after we heard on the radio of the Rostilities
against the United States, I thought of you and wondered how it would
effect our plans, Naturally, it cantty have a good effect. The war,
together with the personnel situation here in “thie Consulate, make it,
I fear, impossible for me to come home this coming summer, as I had
hoped. Mr. Jester is due for leave and a transfer; Anderson is going
Go open up an office in Accra, Gold Coast, as soon as another V,C.,
Medweeney, arrives from the States, which will bs about the end of
January. Anderson will be due for leave also in a short while, and,
after Jester's successor has arrived, T will probably have to go to
Acera while Anderson is at home, He wants to get married, too, so
I can't claim any priority on that score, I may be able to get away
after he comes back, .but one cant't know what the situation will bpe.
I haven't been here long enough to be sure, but nerhaps, after you are
free, we could pursuade Mrs. Shipley to give you a passport and let
ypu come over. 7You could stay a year or so, and then Acould go home
on lsave and possibly get a transfer. That's the way 1t looks now,
but I guess we shouldn't begin to count days yet, like Dr, Faget., e
will just have to wait und see how thingc turn out. I hope with all
my heart, darling, dhat it won't be long, but no matter how long it
is, I will always love you. 4As long as you are mine, time is secondary.
Without the hope of you, life would be unlivable; with it, I can
"carry on's
Te my immense satisfaction, the first thing that was said
when I arriﬁed at the consulate was thut tHers was a letter for me -
you guessedfit - it was yours sent by mir mail December 2nd. It had
come in thegllth, with the first batch of mail from the States. Be-
lieve me, it did me a world of good to have something from your own
hand. The cable was wonderful, too, but it had never touched you.
I'll admit about half the letter was Greek, because you mentioned all
the other letters wou had written which have not yet urrived. But I
tdid learn that you were in touch with Janie and that you like each

k= other. That means a lot, If Junie likes you, you must be 0 K.

I will love you on und on, no matter what, but I'm glad the rest of

the family approves. I couldn't figure out what your Dad was writing

to fifends for. Is it character references ? If so, e will get

good ones, und they will be ull wrong., viously, no person of
«character ild have allowed himself's ,géll madly and completely in -~
love with His friend's wife, sof that®?g that. If finaneial, he should

get in touch with the cashier of the Park National Bank, Newark, Ohio,

Mr. Carl J, ankele, However, I should like to know before anything is

30f4| 1941-12-24 1-99 WLK to LPK.doc



Krieg-Campbell Family Documents

hﬁﬁr?

undertaken in Newark, so I will have time to warn the family. Janie
has doubtless told you about our Step-mother; for this reason, and
also in the hope that I might be able to come home next summer, I
haven't written anything home yet. I am ready to at any time, for we
have no special reason for concealment. But 1% is hard to sit down
to this typewriter and bat out something of this importance. 1I'd
really prefer to tell Daddy personally, if gt could be arranged.

Now that there is airgga#®l and I am fixed here, we can cormunicate
more freely. When yQUlL other lettef':#urrive, as they should in a short
time, I will know more of the background, ang if I have made a false
deduction, please excuse me. The-main thingMthat I want is you.

You are the Everything, and everything =mxXz clse 1s nothing,

My sweet, I am such a bad letter writer. I know am not
telling you what I want to. I can wpite "I love you" a hundred times,
but if I could only say to you myself and see your answering smile,
it would be infinitely more satisftying., Although you are much better
than I, the same thing applies to a cortain extent. Your letter is
good and balm to the heart, but it's not the same as you. Darling,
please don't go analysing ny letters, for they don't really express
me. On the ship on the way down I read "The Fountain" and!Sparkenbroke"
by Charles Morgan. If you haven't read them, I suggest 1%, especially
"The Fountain", which has the merit of being the ghorter of the two.
If you read it long ago, I think it will have more meaning for you
now. And the suthor really cun use the Inglssh language. I wish
my letters to you were as expressive ol my longing und need for you
as were Alisont's to Julie. After tons of more or less abstruse
philosophical discussions, they finully Becide that they nust be to-
gether, for better or worse; either would be incomplete and losSt
without th&"other., I am not capable of long analyses of how I feel

why and whether it is or is not consistent with my bhilosaphy.
ame to love you so gradually that I was hardly aware oI the process.
wrote in "our" poem, "Long ago it started to grow and form itself
ke u star.ceems to form itself  VWhen the sun is growing dimmer,
The star was always there, but it seems to have been created
In the few memgents that you watched it." I always carry the poem
with me, by the way. It now has a little eelluloid case, so that it
won't be blurred by the perspiration. oOn the ship, it was always
in "the pocket of thc vestgl was going to wear if the ship were tor-
pédosa; mothat~F-eould. have had it with me always. I thought abeut
you very, very often. I liked to walk aroUfid the deck, alone, en-
visaging you in all .your various manifestations: as a personality,
as a goof companion, as an intellect, and as a kEAmK beautiful woman.
I never got tired of it, but I did wish I could see you again. T
still wish that, more and more. I guess it's love, that's all,

Please give my respccets to your father when next you see him.
I am Yooking forward to seeing him. I'1ll betv he hates me for causing
s0 much trouble; I probably would in his position. I also am anxious
to see your mother and brother. Please give my love to Janie, and tell
her that I shall write her soon; perhups on this plane. I also want
to hear from her and get her version of all this weeping which you
describe. I can't belicve I caused it all; I'm not that gnod (or bad).
I would prefer that your love and mine should make us strong and serens.
4¥calm smile, hiding the inner lack. T can't go on, my dear. It's
only that I love you; no matter what other words come out, that's
what tiey mean.

& ,"” i lave/ ;:09,.
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